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The Department strives for resource manage-

ment which both conserves the natural resources 

for the future generations and provide for the 

needs of the present. The departments existence 

reflects the importance the Bad River Tribe 

places on its right and ability to exercise sover-

eignty, self-determination and self-regulation in 

the area of natural resource management. 
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Weôre on the Web! 

Visit www.badriver-nsn.gov 
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cil in October to officially change 

our name to support the Tribe's 

goal to prioritize language and 

culture.  We're excited to 

acknowledge and respect the true 

name of what is currently called 

the Bad River.  Please join us in 

celebrating our new Department 

name ï Mashkiiziibii NRD! 

I  n 2019, the Natural Re-sources Department 

(NRD) revised the format of our 

department meeting agendas to 

reflect the long-term goals identi-

fied in the Bad River Band's 10-

Year Strategic Plan adopted by 

the Council in 2018.  The first 

goal listed in the Band's Strategic 

Plan is to prioritize language and 

culture by promoting and incor-

porating traditional Anishinaabe 

beliefs, values, spirituality, and 

traditions. As we were discussing 

ways that staff had used or were 

planning to use the language at 

our July 

23, 2019, 

Depart-

ment 

meeting, 

Ed Leoso 

(Hatchery Foreman) suggested 

that we call ourselves Mash-

kiiziibii Natural Resources De-

partment instead of Bad River 

NRD.  The NRD team was excit-

ed about Ed's idea, and after a 

quick debate on how to spell our 

new name, we brought the re-

quest in front of the Tribal Coun-
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Naomi Tillison, NRD Director 

T his year the Bad River Natu-
ral Resources Departments dedicat-

ed  staff  constructed, painted, and 

decorated this wonderful Polar Ex-

press themed Hay Ride for the  kids 

& families to enjoy at the Annual 

Christmas Celebration on Saturday 

December 7th. During this celebra-

éContinued on page 4 

Berthea Olby, NRD Outreach Coordinator 
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Indoor Air more Polluted than Outdoor Air?  

S cientific studies have proven some indoor environments are 

more polluted than any outdoor 

environment, which health concerns can 

vary from home to home, can be related 

to allergies or asthma, and can cause can-

cer and even death. 

Indoor air pollution is sometimes not 

contributed solely by one source, but rather a combination 

of sources or factors. There are a variety of things that can 

contribute to indoor air pollution and is usually associated 

with sources that release gases or particles into the air. It 

can be related to specific use of certain chemicals and 

cleaning agents or traced back to a malfunctioning gas-

appliance, such as a furnace. Other issues can be directly 

related to how the home was built or the deterioration of the 

structure overtime. ñLeakyò homes have a tendency of be-

ing less energy efficient and may allow excessive moisture 

to enter, eventually contributing to moisture damage and the 

development of mold.  

Controlling or eliminating sources to minimize can improve 

indoor environments; however, locating and identifying 

these sources are not always simple. Reading labels and 

understanding proper usage of cleaning agents or other 

household chemicals should be done before use and may 

help limit some pollutants. Allowing an adequate amount of 

outdoor air to be introduced into the home can often avoid a 

build-up of many indoor pollutants.  

Other pollutants may be more difficult to control and may 

even require a sort of testing to identify. Radon is naturally 

occurring, odorless, cannot be seen, and may cause the de-

velopment of lung cancer. A test kit placed in the home is 

the only way to determine the indoor radon concentration. 

Depending on the recorded level of radon a home may re-

quire radon reduction system to be installed to lower the 

levels. Other pollutants, such as carbon monoxide are also 

odorless, cannot be seen, and can cause death. Maintaining 

and understanding the proper usage of gas appliances can 

help avoid a build-up of CO and CO detectors are important 

in every home and building to avoid being present during 

threshold levels. 

Methamphetamine usage has brought to light additional 

indoor air issues. Previous homes used as ñmeth labsò or 

from the ñuse of methamphetaminesò may still contain resi-

dues and chemicals that can contribute to indoor health con-

cerns if breathed in or come in contact with.  

Page 2 COMMON GROUND 

Dan Wiggins , Air Quality Technician 

Health effects associated with certain pollutants are more 

difficult to pinpoint. With multiple household chemicals 

being present in todayôs homes, along with each person re-

acting differently to certain pollutants, establishing precise 

concentrations related to the development of certain symp-

toms are drastically harder to determine. Regular wheezing, 

colds, and irritation of asthma can often be signs of elevated 

pollutants. It is important to notice time and place of symp-

toms and if they lessen or go way once leaving the home. 

Not all indoor pollutants will be noticed immediately, which 

exposure to some pollutants overtime can contribute to can-

cers, respiratory illness, or heart disease. This is why it is 

important to identify pollutants, such as radon. The United 

States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) has this 

and additional information that can be found related to In-

door Air Quality (IAQ), at http://www.epa.gov/iaq/

index.html. Information can also be found on the Bad River 

Tribes website at http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/tribal-

operations/natural-resources/nrd/air-nrd. 

TEST YOUR HOME FOR RADON! 
FREE RADON TESTING 
From December 2019 to April 2020 

Radon does cause lung cancer and can be prevented if addressed proper-

ly. The Tribal Air Office offers free radon testing and IAQ monitoring 

services every year. It is easy and takes only a very short period of time 

to test your home for radon. If you would like to schedule testing please 

use the contact information below and set a date to test your home. 

 

Daniel Wiggins, Air Quality Technician 
72682 Maple Street 

Odanah, WI 54861 

Phone: 715-682-7123 ext. 1553 

Email: Air1@badriver-nsn.gov 
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to keep out the irritating, itchy chaff. He 

danced the rice in stocking feet to pre-

vent any unnecessary breakage. 

 My mother would then take a 

large birch tray and shake or ñwinnowò 

the rice. I can still picture her in the 

back yard as she shook the rice in the 

cool shade of the house while the gentle 

winds removed the excess chaff. For the 

rest of the season and throughout the 

long, cold winter evenings, we could 

pick the husks off the kernels to ready it 

for cooking. I will always remember the 

small of the rice. Its unpleasant, pun-

gent odor permeated our home for 

months. I used to hate that smell; now I 

long for it. 

 It is now considered tradition-

al for the Bad River Tribe to have a 

Manomin pow wow to celebrate and 

give thanks for the rice. This event usu-

ally takes place the third week in Au-

gust. 

 Besides as a food staple, the 

Ojibwe also used wild rice in their sa-

cred ceremonies and storytelling. It is a 

crucial element in the realm of the su-

pernatural and in their interactions with 

animals and humans. Allegory and sym-

bolism often shroud the deep meanings 

of tales in Ojibwe culture. Because of 

this, some writers have ventured so far 

as to assign wild rice the role of a 

ñmystique,ò according to Tom Vennum 

in Wild Rice and the Ojibway People. 

 My favorite story was about 

the water spirits. They control the lakes 

and rivers and can be dangerous if of-

fended. Tobacco is offered to these 

spirits out of gratitude and for appease-

ment. If they are ignored, it can affect 

the rice crop. The worst danger would be drowning. My irra-

tional childhood fear if the river still haunts me. I still cannot 

swim -- however, I do offer the spirits tobaccoéevery year.  

 On certain days and in certain areas of the sloughs 

it is said that the sound of the drums and signing can some-

times still be heard. They are like echoes from our past, re-

minding us this is a sacred place. In 1998 Marge Lemieux 

was hired by the Bad River Band as a File Clerk. In 2000 

Marge started working in the Bandôs Realty office where she 

served the Tribal membership for 19 years.  

T he Mashkiiziibii Natural Resources Department 
would like to offer our sincere condolences to the 

family of Marge Lemieux and express our gratitude 

for Margeôs dedication and hard work (Miigwech!). 
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